
«r thn Panarwofk Rflriurtim Act nf 19flfi nn parson; 



TRANSMITTAL 
FORM 

(to be used for all correspondence after initial filing) 



PTO/SB/21 (08-03) 
Approved for use through 08/30/2003- OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
are required to respond to a retention of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



10/680,912 



10/07/2003 



Brooks. Kevin 



\ ^ Total Number of Pages in This Submission 



Attorney Docket Number 



BR-02 



ENCLOSURES (Check all that apply) 



□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



Fee Transmittal Form 

Fee Attached 
Amendment/Reply 

□ After Final 

□ Affidavits/declaration(s) 
Extension of Time Request 
Express Abandonment Request 
Information Disclosure Statement 

Certified Copy of Priority 
Document(s) 

Response to Missing Parts/ 
Incomplete Application 



□ 



Response to Missing Parts 
under 37 CFR 1.52 or 1.53 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

I Remarks I 



D rawing (s) 

Licensing-related Papers 
Petition 

Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 
Power of Attorney, Revocation 
Change of Correspondence Address 

Terminal Disclaimer 
Request for Refund 
CD, Number of CD(s) 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



After Allowance communication 
to Technology Center (TC) 

Appeal Communication to Board 
of Appeals and Interferences 
Appeal Communication to TC 
(Appeal Notice, Brief, Reply Brief) 

Proprietary Information 
Status Letter 

Other Enciosure(s) (please 
Identify below): 



SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT 



Firm 
or 

Individual name 



Laurence C. Bonar 



Signature 



Date 



April 19, 2004 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO or deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on 
the date shown below. 


Typed or printed name 


Laurence C. Bonar 


\Signature 




Date 


April 19, 2004 j 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .5. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1 .14. This collection is estimated to 12 minutes to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



Application Number 

Filing Date 

First Named Inventor 

Attorney Docket Number 

Date 



10/680,912 
10/07/2003 
Brooks, Kevin 
BR-02 

April 19, 2004 



The present paper is a supplementary Information Disclosure Statement containing a concise 
explanation of the relevance of the documents cited. Copies of all documents cited were provided 
the Information Disclosure Statement submitted January 14, 2004. 



Brooks, 10/680,912 



Page 3 of 6 



Concise Explanation of the Relevance of the Documents Cited 



1 . Andresen discloses a seating and rowing attachment for a canoe. The attachment of 
Andresen as disclosed requires a rigid gunwale to which it is fastened, and could not be 
secured to an inflatable watercraft. Furthermore, the seating surface of the Andresen 
attachment would be too low for comfort while fishing. There is no teaching in Andresen 
suggesting adaptation to inflatable watercraft. 

2. Casey discloses a seating attachment for a toroidal inflatable watercraft. The attachment of 
Casey is intended to be used with an outboard motor, and does not have provision for 
rowing. There is no teaching in Casey toward a seating and rowing attachment. 

3. Gibson discloses a seat attachment for small watercraft which is clamped to the rigid sides of 
the watercraft. The attachment of Gibson could not be used on an inflatable watercraft. 

4. Leather discloses a seating and rowing attachment for a "sailboard" type of watercraft, such 
as a "Sunfish"; the attachment fits into the recess in the deck of the craft, and would not be 
useable with an inflatable watercraft of the type for which the invention of the present patent 
application is intended. There is no teaching in Leather toward an attachment suitable for 
such inflatable watercraft. 

5. Rawson discloses a seating and rowing attachment for an .inflatable raft supported from the 
gunwales, with transverse cross-members supporting a seat. In the attachment of Rawson, 
the seat is suspended below the cross-members. It does not provide for a swivelable seat, nor 
can the seat be mounted above the gunwales, as is desirable. The attachment of Rawson 
relies on mounting eyes located on the interior of the inflated tube structures forming the 
sides or gunwales of the inflatable raft, and is not attached to half-rings formed as an integral 
part of the raft. 

6. Hodgins discloses a seating and rowing attachment for a canoe. It requires a rigid gunwale 
for mounting, and is not adaptable to an inflatable raft-type watercraft. 

7. Jones discloses a bench-type seat for an inflatable raft-type watercraft which rests on the side 
gunwale tubes of the craft, which may be additionally attached to the watercraft by means of 
seat straps integrally attached to the interior surface of some such watercraft . The seat of 
Jones does not provide any means for rowing, relying on conventional half-ring oarlocks 
integrally attached to the top of the gunwale tubes. 
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8. D'Aulan discloses a system for mounting a variety of accessories, which could include 
oarlocks or other means for rowing, on the gunwale tubes of an inflatable watercraft. The 
invention of D'Aulan requires the watercraft to be equipped with a profiled mounting strip 
permanently bonded to the gunwale tubes of the watercraft. The invention of D'Aulan makes 
no provision for a seating attachment, and contains no suggestion for such attachment. 

9. Hull et al. disclose a swivelable seat attachment advantageous for fishing for use on an 
inflatable raft equipped with a mounting board for an outboard motor. The seat is attached 
to and supported in part by the mounting board. The attachment of Hull et al. is suitable only 
for inflatable rafts equipped with such a motor mounting board. In addition, it requires the 
use of a rigid floor in the raft, since the seat attachment is supported, in part, by legs resting 
on the floor. The attachment of Hull et al provides no means for rowing. 

10. Goldsmith discloses a seating attachment for an inflatable watercraft which rests on the 
bottom of the watercraft and is braced against the interior of the gunwale tubes of the craft. 
It is not supported on the side gunwale tubes, and provides no means for rowing. 

1 1 . Lee discloses a seat attachment for inflatable rafts, canoes and kayaks comprising a relatively 
rigid frame resting on the floor of the inflatable craft to distribute the weight of the seat and 
occupant over the floor. The attachment of Lee does not provide a swivelable seat or 
oarlock mounting means. 

12. Ramsey discloses an inflatable personal watercraft comprising an inflatable raft type 
watercraft with provisions for seating and rowing. The Ramsey watercraft has only a partial 
bottom, and is designed to have the user sit with lower legs and feet in the water. The seat of 
the Ramsey watercraft is mounted below the top of the lateral gunwale tubes, and is not 
swivelable. Rowing means are half-rings permanently cemented to the top surface of the 
inflatable gunwales. 

13. Pestel discloses a rowing attachment for an inflatable watercraft. The Pestel invention 
requires permanent bonding of the attachment to the inflatable gunwale of the watercraft. 
Pestel does not address seating, and makes no provision for seating. 

14. Nelson discloses a seating attachment for inner-tube like inflatable watercraft. The 
attachment of Nelson cannot accommodate a swivelable seat, and makes no provision for 
rowing means. 

15. Coryell et al discloses an inflatable watercraft having a half-floor, with seating and rowing 
means. The seating attachment is located on the half-floor such that user's legs would be in 
the water. The Coryell invention does not provide a swivelable seat nor a seat mounted 
above the top of the inflatable gunwales, in a comfortable position for fishing. 
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16. Frederick discloses a seating attachment for a canoe, which provides a swivelable seat which 
would appear to locate the user in a comfortable position for fishing. The attachment 
requires fastening to the rigid gunwale of the canoe with bolts or similar fasteners, and would 
not be useable with an inflatable watercraft. The Frederick invention makes no provisions for 
rowing. 
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